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PURPOSE: 

Nationally: More jobs require 
college degrees, specialized 
skills, trained personnel 

Louisiana: "Skills Gap" 

work to prevent or minimize the number and 

severity of young adults entering the workforce 

without graduating from high school and with very 

poor literacy skills  



“Who are these 
unprepared 
workers and 
why aren’t they 
better 
prepared to 
enter the 
workforce?”  

Poor language processing affects reading, 
academics, social skills, interpersonal 

relationships, and eventually occupation 

Specific Language Impairment 
acquisition of language skills is late and slow to 

develop despite absence of hearing loss, 
intellectual disability, or other developmental delay 

Learning Delays or Disabilities 



ORAL           SPOKEN LANGUAGE 

CHILDREN WITH EARLY SPEECH-LANGUAGE 

DISORDERS HAVE PERSISTENT DEFICITS IN 

READING, WRITING, SPELLING AND MATH, 

WITH  50%-70% CONTINUOUSLY BEHIND 

THROUGH GRADE 12.  



WHO IS BEST EQUIPPED TO HELP? 



HOW ARE WE 
ACCOMPLISHING THIS? 



ABCs_SLPs 

■ 138 Louisiana SLPs enrolled to participate in EIGHT 60-90 minute training Modules 

■ 85 Consistently participating in the Modules 

■ Each member received a unique Southeastern Louisiana University email address 

– Google Classroom 

– Panapto Module 

– Module Assessment 

– Module Evaluation 

■ Receive therapy materials applicable to the current Module 





https://lecture.lsu.edu/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=249715f4-356f-424a-82ee-c1c17855958c
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SO WHAT DO 
PARTICIPANTS THINK?? 



Module Overall Satisfaction 

1 4.70 

2 4.60 

3 4.50 

4 4.50 

I think that Dr. Norris does a 

great job with the information 

being presented. 

The instructor knew the 

content area really well 

therefore he method of 

presentation was 

Excellent. 




