
























































































Agenda Item IX.A.3. 

Executive Summary 

The State Authorization Reciprocity Agreement (SARA) is a national initiative which 

seeks to establish comparable national standards for the interstate offering of postsecondary 

distance-education courses and programs. It is intended to make it easier for students to take 

online courses offered by institutions based in another state by reducing the cost and 

administrative burden on institutions seeking authorization in various states. SARA is a 

voluntary agreement among regional compacts (SREB, NEBHE, MHEC, and WICHE) and 

member states. Each member state approves their in-state institutions on an annual basis for 

SARA participation. Once approved, SARA member institutions may offer distance education 

programs in other SARA member states without additional authorization. Membership is open to 

accredited, degree-granting institutions from all sectors of postsecondary education (proprietary, 

public, private) and is voluntary. All institutions approved by their home state are required to 

renew their membership annually. 

Act 13 of the 2014 Regular Session of the Louisiana Legislature authorized the Louisiana 

Board of Regents to seek SARA membership on behalf of the State of Louisiana. In October 

2014, Louisiana’s application for SARA membership was approved by the Southern Regional 

Education Board (SREB) and the National Council for State Authorization Reciprocity 

Agreements (NC-SARA), effective December 1, 2014. Since then, 14 Louisiana institutions have 

joined SARA.  

Three of those institutions (Louisiana State University A&M, McNeese State University, 

University of Holy Cross) have submitted renewal applications. Regents’ staff have reviewed the 

renewal applications and determined that they meet all requirements for continuing their 

membership in SARA.  

Senior staff recommends that the Planning, Research & Performance Committee approve 

the Renewal Application for Institutional Participation in SARA for Louisiana State University 

A&M, McNeese State University, and University of Holy Cross, and authorize staff to submit 

the approved renewal applications to NC-SARA for final approval of SARA membership.  

 

 




